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Those who have no faith in the spinning-wheel may question
the claim that Bhai Fulchand has made for the spinning-wheel
and say that the same result can be achieved by any other kind
of industry. Although it is true that a good deed produces good
results, nevertheless, there is always some difference between one
type of industry and another. Some occupations build up a man's
physique, others strengthen the mind, yet others bring peace,
while some make him restless. I have already quoted the opinion of
an experienced teacher of Scotland that working on the spinning-
wheel is such an occupation that, if a restless and unsteady
person takes to it, he becomes peaceful and steady. A fiery-
tempered person will be able to give up anger. Moreover, the
nature of the sentiments underlying an activity determines the
qualities which it generates. If the activity of the spinning-wheel
is carried on by a saintly couple and if they make the spinning-
wheel the means for spreading the spirit of saintlinesss amongst the
people, this quality would then be visible in this activity. The
advantages of the spinning-wheel which are seen in Vedchhi may
not be seen everywhere. Hence it can be said that the fear-
lessness and frankness which Bhai Fulchand notices around Ved-
chhi owe their existence not to the spinning-wheel, but to Bhai
Ghunilal and his wife. They have spun their good qualities around
the spinning-wheel. It can certainly be claimed that they were
able to spread these qualities through the spinning-wheel with
much greater ease than they could have done through any other
means.

The same is true of the Bhajan Mandali. Through a Bhajan
Mandali, fraud can be spread, and such a Bhajan Mandali can
also be an everlasting medium for the spread of purity. There is
no doubt that the Mandali has played an important role in
the Bardoli struggle, and the root of these two activities is in
religion. If the Bardoli struggle had not been carried on through
the medium of religious sentiment, the success that it has achieved
today would never have been gained. Consciously or unconscious-
ly people crave for religion. They saw religion in satyagraha
and in the commander of the satyagrahis; hence, they followed
him and we can see signs that they will do so to the end.

[From Gujarati]

Navqjivan, 22-7-1928
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